THE IISTCANS ANB PBE-IKCAISTS
their own place of worship. Although the Span-
iards transformed the temple to a Christian church*
and added a deal of European embellishment and
adornment to it, yet the greater portion of the struc-
ture still remains that of the prehistoric unknown in-
habitants of Peru,
Architecturally this Temple of the Sun is one of
the most remarkable buildings in the entire world. It
is built of immense blocks of amazingly fitted stone*
no two of which are exactly alike in size or shape, but
which are so accurately designed and cut that the cir~
cular interior with its radii is mathematically
geometrically perfect. Mo engineer of our times5
equipped with the most delicate of Instruments and
the most modern appliances and mathematical tables,
could excel the work of the long-vanished designers
and artizans who constructed this remarkable temple.
In the days when the Incas held sway this temple
presented a sight which would have made Aladdin's
cave look tawdry by comparison. The walls, outside
and inside, "were completely covered with plates of
burnished gold. The gardens were filled with trees,
shrubs and plants of silver and gold. Among the
leaves and branches of precious metals were birdss
animals and insects of gold and silver, and even the
fountains, the tools and the implements of the gar-
dener's trade were of the same metals. But dazzling
and marvelous as was this amazing garden, the in-
terior of the temple was a thousand times more won-
derful. Upon one wall, above where the Christian
altar now stands, was an immense sun of massive
gold studded with jewels which flashed and scintil-
lated in the sunlight until the eyes of the marveling